Is your child ill or disabled?  
Are you getting all the money you are entitled to?
Disability living allowance for your child

Disability living allowance (DLA) is a tax free benefit paid to help meet the extra costs of bringing up a child with a disability.  It does not depend on your income or savings and will not reduce your other benefits; in fact it may increase them.  
Your child must have had care or supervision needs for 3 months and they must be expected to last for at least a further 6 months.  
There are two components; a care part for help with personal care such as washing, dressing and eating and a mobility part for help with walking outside including guidance or supervision for learning and/or behavioural problems.  You can be paid either or both of the components and the amount you receive depends on your child’s care and/or mobility needs and whether they need help during the day and/or during the night.  
You can claim DLA care component for your child from birth but it will not be paid until the child reaches 3 months unless they are terminally ill. The rules for the mobility component are different; the higher rate of the mobility component can only be paid when the child reaches the age of 3 and the lower rate cannot be paid until the child is 5 years old.  Your child must need much more help than is needed by a child of a similar age who is not ill or disabled. 
Once your child reaches 16 they will be paid DLA in their own right if they still qualify. However if they are still dependant you may still be entitled to any qualifying premiums for them in your benefit, up to their 20th birthday.

To claim: phone the Benefit Enquiry Line for a claim form DLA (Child) on freephone 0800 882 200 or claim on-line at: www.dwp.gov.uk/eservice
Need help with the costs of getting around?
· DLA mobility – see above.
· Motability – if your child gets the higher rate of the mobility part of DLA you can apply for help to buy or lease a car or buy a wheelchair.
Contact Motability on 0845 712 3456 or visit   

      www.motability.co.uk                             
· Blue badge scheme - which allows you to park closer to the shops and facilities if your child is 2 or over. 

     Contact your local council for more information
· Exemption from car tax – if your child gets the higher rate mobility part of DLA. 
           Contact the DVLA.
· Freedom pass for your child to travel free on public transport.
     Contact your local council.
· Disabled person’s railcard – enables a person travelling with a disabled child to pay a reduced rate.
For more information visit www.disabledpersons-railcard.co.uk
Extra money for you as the carer of your disabled or sick child?
Carer’s allowance

Carer’s allowance (CA) is a weekly benefit for people caring for at least 35 hours a week for a child who gets DLA at the middle or higher rate of the care component. You must be at least 16 years old, not in full-time education or earning more than £95 net per week.
If you are entitled to CA but cannot get it because you receive another benefit worth more than the weekly amount of CA it is still worth applying because you may get a carer’s premium with certain other benefits you may be entitled to which could increase your weekly benefit income. You may also be entitled to extra money if you have a dependant partner.
To claim: phone the Benefit Enquiry Line for claim form DS700 on freephone 0800 882 200, textphone 0800 243 355, or claim on-line at: www.dwp.gov.uk/eservice
Income support
Income support (IS) can be paid to you if you are caring for your child who gets DLA at the middle or highest rate care component.  If you are already receiving IS the amount you get may increase, if you are not already claiming, you could be entitled once your child gets DLA at the relevant rate and/or you are entitled to CA.

If you are working it must be less than 16 hours per week (or 24 hours in the case of your partner) but your family’s income is taken into account when calculating your benefit. You must have no more than £16,000 in capital, for example savings.
You may also be entitled to more money in the following benefits once you are entitled to CA:

Income-based jobseeker’s allowance if you are registered for and actively seeking work.
Employment and support allowance if you are incapable of work and claimed since October 2008.
Once you get IS, income-based JSA, or income-related ESA you will also be entitled to free school meals; free prescriptions, dental treatment, eye tests and glasses and healthy start vouchers (free fruit and vegetables, milk and vitamins) for any child under 4.  You can also get help with travel costs to hospital for treatment or if you have to take a child to hospital and you will also be entitled to full housing benefit and council tax benefit.
You may also get help with your mortgage after 13 weeks.
Contribution-based benefits if you are in receipt of contribution-based benefits such as incapacity benefit, contribution-based jobseeker’s allowance (JSA) or contributory employment and support allowance you may also become entitled to an income-related benefit top up if you claim CA.
To claim: phone the Jobcentre Plus Contact Centre on: 08000 55 66 88, Textphone: 08000 234 888 or claim on-line at www.dwp.gov.uk/eservice
Housing benefit and council tax benefit
Housing benefit (HB) is paid for help with your rent and council tax benefit (CTB) for help with your council tax if you are on a low income and your capital, such as savings is less than £16,000. It is paid whether you are working or not. If you are already getting HB/CTB you may be entitled to more once your child gets DLA and/or you are entitled to CA. If you have not been entitled before (because your weekly income was too high) you could now be entitled.
To claim: Contact your council.
Child tax credit

Child tax credit (CTC) is paid to you if you are responsible for a child or young person (in some cases up to their 20th birthday). You can get extra money if your child is disabled or is registered blind, even more if they are on the higher rate of DLA care component.

Contact the Tax Credit Helpline on 0845 300 3900 or go to www.hmrc.gov.uk
Discretionary housing payments 
If you are getting HB or CTB but it does not cover all of your rent or council tax you can apply for a discretionary housing payment. This is paid - at the council’s discretion – to top up your HB and/or CTB if you can show that you need extra financial help, for instance due to the extra costs of coping with a disabled child.

To request a payment contact your council.
Disability reduction scheme (council tax)

You may be able to get your council tax band reduced to the level of the band below if you have had your home specifically adapted to meet the needs of your disabled child.

To find out more contact your council.
Child Trust Fund 
Child trust fund payments are made directly into your child’s trust fund at birth and when they are 7 years old.  From 2010 the government will also contribute extra money to the trust funds of all disabled children and higher amounts for severely disabled children in receipt of disability living allowance.

Payments are made automatically but for more information visit www.childtrustfund.gov.uk
And finally
If you have one off expenses that you cannot meet try applying to local or national charities.  Voluntary organisations such as your local Citizens Advice Bureau, or library should have the details or you can find out more by visiting the Association of Charity Officers at: www.aco.uk.net or Turn2us at www.turn2us.org.uk
